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LUNGING
tropical wilds of Afri-
the
most hostile territory

of the warlike Thibetans, prying‘
into the innermost regions of the

through the

ca, penetrating

Celestial Kingdom, America is
sending out from Washington an
intrepid little band of explorers,
the Christopher Columbuses of
the twentieth century, who are en-
riching the world today in a way
that will
every citizen of the United States.

reflect its profit upon

When the explorers of the fif-
teenth century set out upon their
expeditions it was withk the lust
for gold and for personal aggran-

izement. But the fearless ex-
plorers and adventurers of today
are spurred on solely by the de-
termination to enrich their native
lands by bringing or sending back
to the Department of Agriculiure
the and the
woods which they discover in far

seeds, the plants,
away lands, and which they know
will prove of national profit.

The adveniures which many of
these explorers have had in the
dark and semi-civilized continents
rival the stories told by Stanley of
his famous trip through the jun-
gles of the Congo in his search

for Livingston.

greatest of all explorers
decldedly

2 of the

HE

fa

modern
Government's

rep-

sentat

Department of Agriculture who
penetrate to the remotest corners of
the earth in search of things that grow

from the soil that may be transplanted

to hls own eountry and there ts

root and fl creating a new

wealth and ng as a heritage
the ge s that are to

footheld on the farms and are enter
ing the marts of commerecs.
w b
Lécad Lives of Adventure.

Accidental Introductions of the
impressed upon the authorities the pos
sibilitlea of such work The
orange was such an Introduction and
brings milllons into the coffers of the
ETOWeErs every year Tae  Eiberta
peach originated from ee>ds brought
by missionaries frop. CThina, and it
has crowded the inferior grades off
the market, and is tlie greatest selle
of them all. Durum wheat has In
creased the output of the semi-arid
West by $2,000,000 a year, Japanese rice
introduced meade that cereal yield three
additional millions annually In all
more than 20,000 introductions have
>een made, and while thelr real worth
cannot be estimated thus early in the
course of the experiment, they will
prove & strong factor in the future of
the country’s wealth

The Iittle body of
making these things
Sotas and Ba'boas of modern
lead Itves of adventure and <
mance that are geadily ¢
with those of t}
fleld of

past

navel

men

who are

le, thea De

aparat

predecessors in the

They find their

explorat

IBERIA

ocome. His is net the object of the ex-
plorer of old who went forth to find
new lands that t be brougat

under the sovereignty @f his king or
that of
would
the delectation of
would care to

who
al volumes for
select few who
know the geologic
epochk to which some distant forma-
tlon belongs. His mission is to make
more productive the farms that con-
stitute the hackbone of the nation,
to bring more palatable fruits to the
table of the epicure and better to
feed the multitude
The office of plant
the Departr Agriculture
been in exis! only ten years,
its possibilities of acce
just now
chief, Dax
limited er

the modern sciemtist

publish te

t

introduction of
ent of has
and
ishment ars
Under its
man of un-
i the official explor-
er has come into being and already the
fruits of the tropics, the hardy grains
of Siberia, the myrrhs, and the lotus
flowers of the ancient East, the plants
of beauty or value of the whole world,
are to be found in the Government
gardens and experiment stations, an
jmany of them have already gained a
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BY CARAVAN IN CHINA.

way nto ancient civilizations

of a growi

the discoy
a temple ga *n may be
as the riches of the 1
desert solitudes where
be found that will g
to a decayed industry.
dangers that v
surmount difficulties that
those conceived by the
tion. A leaf from the life of one of
them may serve as an example of their
experiences.
The mob cry
the streets of
of the onrushing
the land of one's
ear !s trained to interpret the sounds
it hears, strikes terror to the hearts
af the timid, i by the
high treble of the Chinese shriek.
The problem of judging the temper
of the mob which is puzzling at the
best, was made more difficult be-
canse of the curtain of a lack of un-

reénse
The,

ige an

face
w and
with

fia-

creator of

heard In
That roar
which, in
where his

was to bLe
Hankow.
hundreds

nativity

was accentu

derstanding that hangs between (he
Mongolia and tue westerner and
makes e« see into the other’s mind

darkly.

Tge time was February, 1206, and

side

worls

who
parengly from
and were
lone An
weary

tives

howlin

from )
pathways

Meyer,

along the flagstone
country. Frank N

inveterate of agric
plorers, had walk into 1
in some unknown way
the pass 18 of the
But Meyer rose t as
he has risen to many another. Real

izing that r

escape npossible, and. t

ing the of the rabi meant that
he would be to pieces, he re-
sorted to c3 He bowed as

would a sterfield, courtesied,
smiied and in other ways expressed
his appreciation He conveyed {o the
heathen mind one way and another
the impression ti he had. mistaken
their hostile’ demonstration for a wel-

CHINESE
BAMBOO.

and pleased them by
ier the cover of the

yming receptt

s Cco

i

ime so ed he escaped to safety.
Meyer is rapidly becoming a promi-
nent figure in this new line of activ-
ty. He has been in China a
tigious territory for nearly

vears, and during that time has rend

ered remarkable service. He is well
known in the busy streets of Shang-
both native and foreigner; in
Pekin he is welcomed to the legations
through
temple grounds
. Kim, one of th
women ©Of the em-
ed the warlike walls
and of Mukden In
ports into a region still
has mingled

aar to

and shown

8

of Port

pursult of 3
in dangerous unrest; he
with the whiskered Russians
dwell in the forbidding climate of a
far northern Khabarovsk; he has pen-
trated to tive great interior where a
e man had never before been seen
and where an elastic band is as mys-

who

tic a thing to the natives as were the

gets that early traders brought
American Indian.
”w %

Man With a Xission.

Many miles have been
covered in two and n nalf years, for
Meyer is a man with a mission and

in its accomplishment he cannot be
daunted. His commission is to go
into the great unknown of China and
Siberia and discover what there is in
the way of scil products that may be

ght into this country. Heé has
led much on foot, for he readily
8 s thirty miles a day and likes It
He S res ed to caravan and cam-
els and to donkey carts; has required
military escorts and has used what-
resource the time and
offered and has all the time kepi the
stream of new discoveries coming in
from the fleld of his activities.

In the transmissicn of the plants
he has found, Meyer has ac-

ever occasion

hed more than has any other
of the department operating

removed from the
Never before
iiving pilants been sent
and ched the United 8§
1 such good condition for pl
Meyer has succeeded so well in pack-
ing his <« ngs, swathing them in
many bandages in such a way as to
preserve the life germs, that 5 per
cent of them have grown In their new
imndings. in ac-
complishing this can hardly be exag-
erated when the slowness of trans-
portation from China and the lack of
facilities in the Interior regions for
readily dispatching express are con-
sidered. Heretofore onty have
been sent to Ameri d the intro-
duction of living a New ace
complishment

sents
from
tates

nting.

have

China

I

S1

seeds

China Moest Fertile Field.
There are more possibilities in the
work being carried on by Mr. Meyer
than any other explorer in the fleld,

THE WASHINGTON TIMES MAGAZINE

-

WMETHCD oF PACK:NG
PLARNT.S FORSHIPMENT.
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The Surface Omnly Seratched.
vays after these wanderings thig

| explorer with the Chiness as-

§ to the foreign cone

r tions with stores of
and its for s ment andg
» meny tales of the Interior, of

enture

nd of narrow escapes. He
is always 2 guest welcomed oy
Amerigan or European, and his unex-
pected wTival In an out-of-the-way
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